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After the death of the Habsburg Emperor Joseph II in February 1790, the 

long-simmering resentments against his rule, especially in Hungary, found an 

outlet in frenzied political activism, accompanied by a publishing activity 

unprecedented in the Habsburg lands. Among the countless books, articles 

and pamphlets on politics, national identity, current affairs etc. there is a 

trilogy, written by Joseph Keresztury (1739–1794), the former editor of the 

Viennese Latin newspaper Ephemerides Vindobonenses, which consists of one 

Lucianic dialogue and two novels. Connected through the person of a 

narrator, the Hungarian prophet Eleutherius Pannonius, they offer an analysis of 

Joseph’s reign, a vision of a utopian Hungary as an instruction for the 

delegates gathering at the Diet, and a polemical defence of Hungarian 

traditions and rights.  

The talk will analyse the background, content and style of Keresztury’s works, 
especially the less well known last part of the trilogy, Eleutherii Pannonii 
Mirabilia Fata from 1791, which offers a combination of exalted prophetic 
language, highly topical content and burlesque situations, all embedded in an 
elaborate literary device of a long-lost manuscript accompanied by a learned 
commentary. 


